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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST MISUNDERSTOOD # 1 
INT: *Matt. 10:16-28: Prophecy that Christ's church 
will be misunderstood, disliked and hated. 
No marvel: Jes~s misunderstood. I Cor. 2:8. 
Paul missed it badly too. Acts 26:9±1 
Hurts to see friends, neighbors and loved ones 
in lost condition because of misunderstanding. 
Study: To clear up some misunderstandings~7:9 
#1 ~ :e..r. 
I. MISUNDERSTANDING: CHURCH OF CHRIST IS ONLY 
ANOTHER DENOMINATION. 
A. Source of idea: Similarities=All have bldgs. 
worship same times, use Bible, love Jesus, 
good, kind & gentle, help others, live good. 
CONCESSION: Superficially does look that way 
TRUTH OF MATTER: Just not so!!! 
B. THE PROBLEM. 
1. The more the countefeit looks like the 
genuine the more DANGEROUS it is. 
Denominations do9ing much LIKE true CofC. 
2. Are 300 kinds of churches in U. s. All 
allright? W:hat Jesus ordered? All~right? 
Same God! Jesus! Bible! BUT NOT TRUTH!!! 
C. THE TRUTH: Eph. 4:1-6. One! C~l:l7-18. 
D. Denomination means division; or a part_ of. 
C. of C. is not part of the true church! IS! 
#2 
II. MISUNDERSTANDING: CHURCH OF CHRIST WAS STARTED 
BY A MAN. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL BY NAME. 
A. Question: Where did this idea come from? 
Bible? No. Man? Yes!!!! Then unreliable. 
B. Bible: Matthew 16:13-19*. Jesus started it. 
C. Date: 33 A. D. Place: Jerusalem. Acts 2:5. 
/ In the name of Jesus: Acts 2:38. 
~ D. Alexander Campbell a RESTORER of N. T. churct 
H1sr~"' Apostacy r Tim. 4:1-6. Dark Ages 300-1500. 
W\f• Reformation 1517 to 1800. Restoration 1819 on 
E. Conclusion: Church of Christ ~2,uU'C5"years 
old. Campbell only restoredl in u. S. A. 
III. MISUNDERSTANDING #3. CHURCH OF CHRIST TEACHES 
SALVATION THROUGH WATER BAPTISM. 
A. Why so charged? So much emphasis on water 
immersion. Argue and debate it all the time. 
B. Accusation: Baptismal regeneration. Not so! 
Prbof: I Pet. 3:21. 
/Y} -
C. Christ's church teaches only what Christ taugl 
1. Mark 16:15-16. Necessity, purpose,prerequis 
2. Acts 2:38. Prerequisite, purpose, authorit) 
3. Acts 22:16. Purpose of baptism. 
4. I Pet. 3:21. Test of conscience. 
D. Baptism explained: 
1. Baptism is a test of faith. Mk. 16:15-16. 
2. It brings us in contact with the blooc 
in the Body of Christ. Rom. 3:25. 
3. It causes us to begin the Christ-like 
life. Gal. 3:26-29.* II Car. 5:17. New. 
INV. CLOSING SUMMARY OF THE TRUTH ABOUT THE C Of C. 
1. LORD'S CHURCH: was started" by the Lord! 
This congregation subscribes to All His 
teachings about salvation, worship, 
service and good living. Tries to be a 
church of Christ like the one in the N. T. 
2. LORD'S CHURCH: is not a ~~n9mination, 
but a unique body of people who try to 
Speak where the Bible Speaks, and be siJent 
where the Bible is silent. Only safe woy!! 
This congregation agrees. with these 
principles and strives to follow them 
faithfully in faith, morals and life. 
3. LORD'S CHURCH: teaches that Baptism in 
water is essential to pleasing Jesus. 
Cannot be saved without it. Mark 16:15-]6. 
This congregation teaches and practices 
this truth faithfull in the fear of God. 
YOU?? Three questions: 
1. Saved or lost? Lost! Then Acts 2:38 .. 
2. Faithful or unfaithful? Un! Acts 8:22 
3. Identified somewhere or dangling? 
Dangling! Why not settle with us. 
Identify! ! ! 
